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Staying Alive, by author, Marine veteran and award-winning television producer, James Curry is more 
than a memoir; it is a blueprint of survival, courage, and perseverance.  Curry takes an unflinching look at 
his life impacted by domesLc violence, savage combat, death, homelessness, isolaLon, betrayal, 
homophobia and illness, and how these life-altering experiences led him to happiness, success, and 
ulLmately, love. 

Joining the Marines at seventeen years old to escape a chaoLc and abusive home, Curry was unprepared 
for the daily barrage of blood and violence he would experience in Fallujah.  Surviving that tour of duty 
and three U.S. Embassy posLngs, Curry was honorably discharged in 2008.  But, like thousands of 
returning veterans, the mental toll would take years to process. Post-TraumaLc Stress, homelessness, 
and crushing feelings of isolaLon and betrayal were his thanks from an indifferent military and country.  
During his five years of service, Curry was also living in constant fear of discovery of being gay, made 
more complicated by an ulLmately disastrous sexual relaLonship with a fellow Marine.  CompleLng his 
military service, Curry found himself stranded in an unfamiliar city, broke and alone. AXer a series of 
forgeYable jobs, and a brief sLnt working for a San Diego TV staLon, he got his big break working as a 
producer for CNN.  Just as he future finally looked bright, Curry received the shocking diagnosis of 
cancer. Staying Alive: Surviving Abuse, Figh5ng a War, and Bea5ng Cancer – My First Twenty-Five Years is 
truly an extraordinary and engaging story of hope and transformaLon. 

ABOUT JAMES CURRY 

James Curry is an Emmy Award and three-Lme Peabody Award-winning journalist.  His work has been 
seen on CNN, The Weather Channel, Fox Business, and local news staLons throughout the United States.  
At the age of 24 he was one of the youngest newscast producers ever appointed by CNN.  James is also a 
Marine Corps combat veteran.  He was in Fallujah, Iraq, in 2004 and later was handpicked to serve as one 
of the Marine Corps’ elite embassy guards.  He holds a B.S. in poliLcal science from Troy University in 
Alabama and a M.S. in journalism from South Dakota State University. 

If you would like a review copy of the book or to arrange an interview with the author, please contact 
Joe Marich at 323-952-7339 or via email at JoeMarich@MarichMedia.com. 
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